


ANNU AB REPORSS 


| SELECTMEN, TREASURER 


AND 








SCHOOL BOARD. 
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MANCHESTER, N. H.:! 
CAMPBELL & WILLIAMS, PRINTERS. 

















“W. 8 JEWELL 
Wholesale Agent for 


Washburn’s Superlative Flour for bread, and several 
St.Louis and Michigan brands, for pastry. 

Electric Lustre Starch. 

Warner’s Safe Yeast. 

Busbee §& Brownell’s Spices and Mustard. 

Hecker’s Self Raising Buckwheat. 

Hosford’s Bread Preparation. 

Puritan Baking Powder. 

Schepp’s Dessicated Cocoanut. 

McKeon’s Toilet and Laundry Soaps. 

John Reardon § Son’s Laundry Soaps and Washing 
Powders. | 

Green Séal, Latest Craze, Legion of Honor, B. § Bb. Mono- 
Sram, El Duello, Long Pull and other Cigars. — 

Pound Baskets of Formosa and Japan Teas. 


And Dealer in 


Hen Food, Bird Seed, Coffees, Teas, Cocoa, Chocolate, Cook- 
Inge § Washing Sodas, Figs, Nuts,. Raisins, Salt 
of all kinds, Hay, Straw, Linve, Ce- 
ment, Snuff, Fine Cut and Plugs 
Chewing and Smoking 
Tobaccos. 


More than 50 Brands of Cigars in stock, varying in 
price from $15 to $70 a 1000. 


| 


Also Grain for seeding and feeding, constantly on hand. Fine 
White Old Dominion Ensilage Corn a_ specialty. You are re- 
spectfully invited to call and examine my stock, and prices will be 


found the lowest. 


W.S. JEWELE, 














Old Depot Store, | Manchester, N. H. 
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PREASURER’S REPORT. 


Paid State tax, $616 00 
County tax, 448 44 
———— $1,064-44 


Berns DRAWN ON LAE TREASOREL: 














. SCLOGES: 
Paid Litchfield School Board, $549 93 
Hudson School Board, 17 29 
$567 16 

TOWN OFFICERS. 
Paid A. H. Powers, town clerk, $12 00 
N. C. Griffin, treasurer, IO OO 
John W. Center, selectman, 28 00 
Amos Saunders, selectman, 25 00 
Fred L. Center, selectman, 20 OO 
Fred McQuesten, collector, 30 OO 
J. N. Center, rst supervisor, 6 oo 
Elbridge Pike, 2d supervisor, 5 00 
E. S. Chase, 3d supervisor, 4 00 
Mary W. Griffin, school board, 15 00 

$155 00 
PAUPERS. 

Paid Charles McQuesten, board of Bet- 
sey Graham, $65 00 
Aid for Calvin G. Blodgett, 7 00 





$72 00 


4 


HIGHWAY BILLS OF 1885. 





Paid Robert McQuesten, labor, 4 43 
N. P. Bullock, labor, 255 
F. L. Center, gravel, 2 40 
Warren Goodspeed, loam, Gu52 
Thomas McQuesten, labor, . 2 99 
HIGHWAYS. 
Paid Alexander Taggart, loam, $1 36 
F. L. Center, loam, BY 
N. P. Bullock, clay, 4 00 
Richard Shepherd, loam, 6 64 


Amos Saunders, lumber and labor, 2 85 








Paid for Melvin bridge, 


SUNDRY BILLS. 
Paid Campbell & Williams, printing town 


reports, $9 00 
N. P. Bullock, sexton, 6 OO 
J. W. Center, stationery, igs 
J. W. Center, going to Concord to 

settle with the State, 2 00 
Susan Hopkins, cleaning town hall, 2 00 
L. C. Truel, labor in cemetery, I 50 
N. C. Griffin, oil and chimneys for 

town hall, 1 
A. H. Powers, recording births, 

Marriages and deaths, QI 
F. C. Livingston, copying town 

book, 27 OO 
Amos Saunders, care of 3 tramps, I 75 
F. L. Center, care of 8 tramps, WTA 


Mrs. C. Griffin, care of tramp, 50 


$17 89 


$20 37 


$687 50 
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Paid Mrs. M. Wardell, care of 15 tramps, $7 50 
120 


I. N. Center, check-lists, 

I. N. Center, Jr., wood and globes 
for town hall, 

Amos Saunders, abatement of T. 
Page’s dog tax, 


RECAPITULATION. 
Paid Sate tax, $616 
County tax, 448 
Schools, 567 
Town officers, 155 
Paupers, 72 
Highway bills, 1885, 17 
Highways, 20 
Melvin bridge, 687 
Sundry bills, 71 


#99 








$71 88 


$2,656 24 
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CASH RECEIVED. 





























Railroad tax, $87 19 
Insurance tax, eH he 
Savings bank tax, 1,050 82 
Literary fund, 28 16 
Hillsborough couuty, board of Bet- 
sey Graham, 35405 
Rent of town hall, 250 
D. S. Leach, non-resident highway 
tax, 1885, 16 O05 
Amos Saunders, collector 1885, interest, 6 43 
Fred McQuesten, collector 1886, 905 OO 
Balance due town, 1885, 860 83 
Whole amount received, $2,996 08 
Whole amount paid out, 2,056 24 
Amount in the treasury, $339 84 
Money raised by taxation, 1886, $1,703 89 
Tax remitted for school property, 
District No. 1, 165 oo 
DisttictiINo ise) 32.6 
DistrichiNowtes ime cues 
District No. 4, 42 00 
otal, $665 75 
Amount charged collector, 1886, 1,038 14 
Amount received of collector, 1886, g05 OO 
Due from collector, 1886, Si33- FA 
Due from Hillsborough county, 29 65 
Total assets of the town, $502 63 


N. C. GRIFFIN, 


Treasurer. 
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We, the Selectmen, have examined the above report © 
of the Treasurer, and find it a true report, to the best 
of our knowledge, of the financial affairs of the town. 


JOHN W. CENTER, 
AMOS SAUNDERS, 
FRED L. CENTER, 


Selectmen of Litchfield. 


SCHOOL REPORT: 


The introduction of a new system, or the modifica- 
tion of an old one, always awakens the spirit of criticism, 
and the new is tested in face of strong opposition. ‘This 
is especially true of what so vitally affects the commu- 
nity as the public measures adopted for the education of 
the children. The thousands who have become famous 
in the several professions are looked upon as monuments 
attesting the perfection of long established school sys- 
tems, and any modifications, it is feared, will hinder the 
mental development of the rising generation, and also 
prove injurious in other directions. So slowly do latent 
forces produce changes, it is not surprising that no impres- 
sion is made upon the community, or that the beneficence 
of enactments in accord with the new condition fails of 
general recognition. As regards the new school law, the 
demand for a practical exemplification of its merits before 
cordially accepting it induced attention to its workings, 
and this was the best possible environment for testing its 
value. The record of visitors upon our school registers, 
exceeding in number one-half the inhabitants of this 
town, is incontrovertible evidence that a knowledge of 
the effects of the ‘*town system” upon the school work 
has been obtained by personal observation. 

With less than forty children of school age, it was 
apparent that the best interests of the pupils would be 
advanced by reducing the number of schools, and this 
was effected by transferring the six members of No. 4 
to No. 1. It necessitated but a slight change, as one 


pupil had received her school education at No. 1, and 
others had been instructed there when the school in No. 
4 was notinsession. The fall terms of the three schools 
were arranged to afford the benent of two terms to all 
that chose to improve the opportunity offered. Pupils 
from Nos. 1 and 3 more than doubled the membership 
of the center school and trebled the profitableness of 
the very pleasant term. At its close, Nos. I and 3 wel- 
comed pupils from No. 2. The punctuality of scholars 
located a long distance from the school-room deserves 
special mention. 


SCHOOL WORK. 


The quality of school work depends to such a degree 
upon the character and culture of the instructors, it 1s 
incumbent on those having the matter in charge to use 
all proper means within their power to obtain competent 
persons to preside in the school-room. Our endeavors 
resulted in securing Miss Annie M. Cummings, of Hud- 
son, a teacher of established reputation, Miss Lizzie M. 
Patch, of Johnson, Vt.,a normal graduate whose special 
training has been supplemented by several years’ expe- 
rience in teaching, and Miss Carrie L. Ober, of Nashua, 
who was engaged for the field of her successful labors 
the previous year; and we only express the general 
opinion when we state that the earnest, conscientious, 
intelligent efforts of these ladies have wrought an excel- 
lent work in our schools. An enthusiastic, well-trained 
teacher varies the manner of presenting a subject, and 
rarely fails to render the school-room an attractive place, 
where order and industry prevail. 

The introduction of Swinton’s Readers gave entire 
satisfaction. New matter increased the interest in read- 
ing, which enhanced the effects of careful training. 
One selection that delighted the listeners was rendered 
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in a manner rarely equaled by a class of the same age. 
Too rapid utterance and consequent indistinct enuncia- 
tion were noticeable faults. Their prevention belongs to 
the first year of school life, and the phonic method of 
instruction in reading is a wonderful aid in this particu- 
lar, as illustrated by a class of five years of age, at the 
last session of the teachers’ institute. Among the expe- 
dients adopted to secure the correct combination of letters 
by the pupils was a spelling-school in which all the 
schools participated, and the afternoon devoted to this 
orthographical exercise, in connection with rhetoricals 
and vocal music, proved a profitable one. Besides the 
usual branches taught in our schools, vocal music has 
received attention in Nos. 1 and 3, and drawing in 
No. 2. The progress in what are termed the ‘solid ” 
studies might be noted, but we will pass to another 
subject. 

It is somewhat difficult in a mixed school to keep the 
smaller children properly employed. Thirty minutes is 
the limit of time that they should be required to devote 
to any exercise, and with a multiplicity of matters de- 
manding the attention of the teacher, skill and ingenuity 
are taxed if the little ones always have something pleas- 
ant to do. A good deal of time out of school hours 
spent in devising means to interest and instruct them will 
assist in the solution of the puzzling problem. Simple 
objects, as colored cards, paper, leaves, toothpicks, fur- 
nish a variety of occupation, when their use is directed 
by a versatile. genius. And just here we will say that 
the wages of a teacher are not for the thirty hours’ work 
in a week, as is so often stated. The progressive in- 
structor prepares for the proper discharge of duties by 
daily study; oftentimes the discovery of the one thing 
that arouses a dull mind costs hours of close thought. 
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PRESENT NEEDS. 


We will place first, means for ventilating the school- 
rooms. This is imperative, if we value the well being 
of the children. Franklin wrote, ‘:If we do not listen 
to Reason, she will rap our knuckles.” Is it reasonable 
to shut up children in an apartment so small that the air 
becomes impure in five minutes, with no appliances for 
admitting fresh air in winter except at the risk of ex- 
posure to fatal ills? Other repairs would greatly improve 
the appearance of our school-houses. Maps of the State 
of New Hampshire, and books of reference, so valuable 
in the accomplishment of the object for which our 
common schools were established, are not found in 
the school buildings of the town. 


In conclusion, we wish to express our appreciation of 
the kindly interest manifested by many throughout the 
year, the hearty codperation of teachers in all attempts 
to advance the cause of education in this small republic, 
and the high standard of deportment main‘ained by the 
pupils, and also acknowledge the imperfections of our 
new work. 


FINANCIAL. 
Amount received from Town Treasurer, $567 16 
Paid teachers’ wages, | $322 00 
teachers’ board, 174 50 
town of Hudson, E78 
for repairs, 14 42 
for fuel and other expenses, 38 29 





$566 44 


Balance in hands of Z. K. Whittemore, treas- 
urer of School Board, $o 72 
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ROLL OF HONOR. 


This includes the names of pupils not absent or tardy 
for the time indicated. 


Three Terms.—Gerry F. Parker, Annie B. Putnam, 
Ethel M. Putnam. 


Two Terms. —Louisa Butterfield, Mary F. Butterfield, 
Percy A. Campbell,* Carl W. Daniels, Iva 5. Daniels, 
Carl P. Griffin,t Alice L. McQuesten, Edward M. Rob- 
inson, Alfred H. Shepherd, Willie R. Shepherd, Susie 
B. Whittemore. 

One Term.—Ernest P. Blodgett, Ida B. Blodgett, 
Charles B. Campbell,* Walter T. McQuesten, Guy L. 
Patnam, John A. Reid, Charles L. Turcotte, Willie 


Saunders. 


* Attended the morning session. 
+Absent one half day during the three terms. 
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Whole number of pupils,—boys, 21; girls, 18; num- 
ber of names upon the roll of honor, 22. Number of 
visits by members of school board, 27; number of visits 
by citizens and others, r8o. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MARY W. GRIFFIN, 
-ZACHARIAH K. WHITTEMORE, 
JOHN PARKER, 

School Board. 


LITCHFIELD, March 1, 1887. 
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Branch Store, 


Hayes (pera House Bioek 


-_ SUNCOOK, N. H. 
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9 ay YARD 


To examine my Immense Stock of 


FURNITURE 


Which requires five stories to hold, being the largest and finest inthe | 
State. The best place i in New England to get your 
money’s worth is at the 


















































































































































RATTAN # GOODS % INsGREAT * VARIETY 


Best Assortment of Baby Carriages | 
in town. 
SOLE AGENT FOR THE 
NATIONAL WIRE MATTRESS, 
UNION PARLOR FOLDING BEDS, AND . 
_ WELCH’S UPRIGHT FOLDING BEDS. | 


818,820 Elm Street, Manchester, N. H. 
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